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By Kaye Caskey 
UM Information Services
MISSOULA--
The Indian student, previously destined to a restricted life on the reservation, 
will share his rich heritage with University of Montana students through the Indian 
Studies Program beginning this fall.
The basic philosophy of the program is to develop in the Indian student a pride and 
positive identity with his culture.
Through academic Indian culture courses open to all students, tutoring, academic 
research and recruiting services, the program director Alonzo Spang hopes to bring about 
understanding between Indian and non-Indian students.
Spang has outlined a three-pronged program--counseling, Indian-oriented courses and 
research services available to tribes.
The immediate concern and the first phase of the program is academic because Indian 
students presently enrolled need attention. The staff, consisting of Spang, a counselor- 
advisor to be hired soon, a secretary and part-time workers, will counsel students at 
the Indian Center to be located at 730 Eddy St.
Spang stresses the importance of counseling, "because it helps students get to know 
the University environment and take away threats of unknowns.
"When the national average Indian family's income is $1,110 per year, it is vital 
for Indian students to know where they can receive financial aid to obtain an education."
Tutoring services at the Indian Center, open to all students, will help Indian and
non-Indian students communicate problems and ideas. Additional counseling help will come
from University instructors who teach in Indian related academic areas such as anthropology, 
sociology, education and history.
more
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The program will focus initially on Indian culture courses. This fall a three- 
credit course, "Contemporary Issues of the American Indian," will study the reservation 
and urban situations relative to issues confronting them. "What is meaningful to an 
urban Indian," Spang said, "would not necessarily motivate a reservation Indian."
Spang expects a large number of non-Indian students to register for the courses 
since they are becoming conscious of the urgent need to know problems facing the red man.
: • The class will meet for credit three days a week and a special night course will be 
open to townspeople once a week. Spang will be the only Indian instructor but he hopes 
the teaching staff soon will be expanded.
For the balance of the year, pending final approval by the curriculum committee,
Spang plans three courses--"The Reservation Indian" will study national reservation 
problems with special emphasis on Montana; "The Urban Indian" will eye national issues 
confronting urban Indians with a close look at the increasing urban Indian population in 
Montana and a history of Indian affairs will present "a side of history not previously 
presented or which lias been inadequately presented."
The Indian studies staff will actively recruit Indian students for UM. Last fall,
87 Indian students registered but 20 dropped out during the year. Spang is interested 
in learning why the 20 left as well as in bringing more students to the University.
One reason Indian students are not finishing college, is that too many companies and 
agencies are interested in hiring the "token Indian" since Indian problems are presently 
prominent, Spang said. "This is the era of the Indian."
The Indian, in not letting himself be used to soothe the white man’s conscience,
Spang said, should complete his education before taking, a lucrative position.
"The Indian must be able to determine his own destiny. Too often people are looking 
for Cigar Store Indians instead of hiring a man for his capabilities."
Explaining the research phase, Spang criticized the years of "pure resear.ch" done
on the Indian which finally failes to help him. Spang hopes to make University reseaich
teams available to work with tribes, providing functional research rather than "ivory tower
recommendations" which the ordinary person cannot understand.
more
Acute sensitivity is vital in dealing with Indians, Spang said, since much damage 
toward Indians has been wrought through well meaning ignorance.
The program should ultimately offer cost-free consultation services to tribes.
Spang hopes that within the next four years the University will offer a bachelor's 
degree in Indian Studies, eventually a master's degree and also will institute Indian- 
related courses in other UM schools and departments.
At this point, no federal assistance has been given to the Indian program. Money 
is allocated from the University budget. As a newly instituted program, Indian studies 
needs strong financial backing, more especially because the majority of Indian students 
are from low-income families.
Spang said he would welcome private contributions for scholarships and expanding 
the program's services. "To me, an investment of this kind cannot be estimated in 
terms of a return, if one life becomes oriented toward knowledge, that life will 
influence countless others."
A native of Lame Deer, the 36-year-old Spang is a Northern Cheyenne Indian. He 
received a bachelor of science degree in education from Eastern Montana College, Billings 
and a master's degree from Arizona State University, Tempe. Before coming to UM, he 
was provost, or "on-site" president, at Navaho Community College, Many Farms, Ariz.
He has been at UM since July 1.
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